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To:
State OAG Leaders [list kindly provided by Brian Mahanna][please share this email with your Attorney
General]

From: David J. Hayes

Re:

State Energy & Environmental Impact Center at the NYU School of Law

I hope that you received word about the formation of the State Energy & Environmental Impact Center (State Impact
Center) at the NYU School of Law. NYU issued a press release on the formation of the Center, and it also was
referenced in recent articles in the Washington Post and in Greenwire.

I am writing to give you and your Attorney General more information about the new State Impact Center.
The goal of the State Energy & Environmental Impact Center is to enhance the resources that your office has to
champion your citizens' interests in clean energy, climate change and environmental matters. We admirer the vitally
important work that you have been doing in this area and are dedicated to giving more support to you, and other

Attorneys General – regardless of party affiliation -- who pursue clean energy, climate change and environmental
issues.
As explained on our NYU web site, the State Impact Center looks forward to providing assistance to interested AGs
in a number of ways.
First, our Center will have three full time attorneys who will be available to provide direct legal assistance to
interested AGs on specific administrative, judicial or legislative matters involving clean energy, climate change, and
environmental interests of regional and national significance. We look forward to developing a working relationship
with your offices and serving as a source of ideas, materials, and contacts on these matters. In that regard, we will
maintain a set of on-going relationships with advocates working in the area, and we also are identifying pro bono
services that may be available to your offices on individual matters. We are engaged with ethics experts and
individuals in some of your offices to ensure confidentiality and work product privilege for matters that State Impact
Center attorneys work with you on.
Second, our Center will have a full time communications expert experienced in the clean energy, climate and
environmental field to work with, and help leverage, the communications resources in your offices. It is a primary
goal of the State Impact Center to draw regional and national attention to the important clean energy, climate and
environmental initiatives that your offices are pursing.
Third, we have funding to recruit and hire 10 NYU fellows who will serve as Special Assistant AGs, working as part
of the state OAG's staff. It's in everyone's interest that we work with the relevant AGs and hire these lawyers as soon
as practicable.

I have inserted below language from our website which lays out the process for placing NYU fellows as SAAGs.
Please note the September 15 application date. This deadline is coming up quickly. We set a short deadline at the
request of several AGs who are anxious to get the process for placing NYU Fellows into AG offices as soon as
possible.

How to Hire an NYU Fellow

The State Impact Center is announcing an opportunity for state attorneys general to recruit and hire a
limited number of NYU Fellows with five to 10 years of experience in clean energy, climate change, and
environmental issues as special assistant attorneys general (SAAGs). These SAAGs would be available for
a two-year period to provide a supplemental, in-house resource to attorneys general and their senior staffs
on clean energy, climate change and environmental matters of regional and national importance.

State attorneys general who are selected for this program will work cooperatively with the State Impact
Center to recruit and hire NYU Fellows as SAAGs. NYU Law will pay the salaries of the SAAGs, and the
State Impact Center will provide ongoing support to the SAAGs and their offices. Once hired, however, the
SAAGs’ duty of loyalty shall be to the attorney general who hired them.

Basic Eligibility Requirements and Application Process

The opportunity to potentially hire an NYU Fellow is open to all state attorneys general who demonstrate a
need and commitment to defending environmental values and advancing progressive clean energy, climate
change, and environmental legal positions. Initial funding will support a limited number of NYU Fellows in
state attorneys general offices for a two-year term, with the possibility of adding additional NYU Fellows in
year two of the program.

Candidates who are approved by the attorneys general and the State Impact Center will receive offers to
serve as SAAGs (or the equivalent appropriate title within the office) from the attorneys general, based on
an understanding that they will devote their time to clean energy, climate change and environmental
matters.

Interested state attorneys general should prepare an application as detailed below and return it
to stateimpactcenter@nyu.edu no later than Friday, September 15, 2017.

The State Impact Center will review all applications received for completeness and will contact attorneys
general if additional information is needed. State Impact Center staff are available for questions regarding
this program.

Application Requirements

To be considered for the NYU Fellows/SAAG program, an application must contain the following:

1. Program Eligibility and Narrative
State attorneys general should describe the particular scope of needs within their offices related to the
advancement and defense of progressive clean energy, climate change, and environmental matters. Relevant
details include the extent to which funding or other capacity constraints have limited the ability to work on
these issues or how additional dedicated support could help advance the work of the state attorney general
on behalf of his or her constituents.
Priority consideration will be given to state attorneys general who demonstrate a commitment to and acute
need for additional support on clean energy, climate change, and environmental issues of regional or
national importance, such as those matters that cross jurisdictional boundaries or raise legal questions or
conflicts that have nationwide applicability.
2. Program Structure
Applications should include specific details about the scope of expertise the state attorney general needs in

a SAAG to advance his or her priorities. Details should also be provided about how the SAAG would be
incorporated into the Office of the Attorney General, including the relevant internal reporting structure.
3. Budget Proposal and Confirmation of Authority
To be considered complete, applications must identify a proposed salary (or range) for a SAAG, with an
explanation of how it would conform with the existing salary structure in the state AG office.
Applications also should identify any state-specific limitations or requirements governing the appointment
of an employee paid by an outside funding source, and include a written confirmation that the attorney
general has the authority to hire an NYU Fellow as a SAAG (or equivalent title).
Application Review
Complete applications will be reviewed on an expedited basis, with decisions on proposed placements of
NYU Fellows made as soon as practicable thereafter. Proposed placement decisions will be made by the
executive director of the State Impact Center, in consultation with the advisory council. Approximately 10
NYU Fellow slots for five to seven states are expected to be available for the first year of the program.
Additional slots may be available in subsequent years.
Once agreements are finalized, the State Impact Center will coordinate directly and immediately with state
attorneys general to identify, recruit, and extend SAAG offers to appropriate candidates, with a goal to have
SAAG hires in place by the end of 2017.
The State Impact Center will provide ongoing support to the SAAGs. The State Impact Center’s support
will not be limited, however, to those AG offices that include NYU Fellows. Where appropriate and upon
request, and consistent with available resources, the State Impact Center will work with all attorneys
general who are pursuing clean energy, climate change, and environmental initiatives.
Finally, please note that the State Energy & Environmental Impact Center’s attorneys and communications staff will
be located in Washington, D.C. Our offices are at 1616 P Street NW, near DuPont Circle. (The 10 Special Assistant
AGs, of course, will be located in the host AG’s offices.)
I am heading up the Center, and Liz Klein is the Deputy Director. You can reach us at David.Hayes@nyu.edu and
Elizabeth.Kline@nyu.edu. We are in the process of hiring an additional attorney and our full-time communications
staff. I am attaching a job descriptions for the attorney position in case you have any recommendations.
Our Center will guided by a distinguished Advisory Council, chaired by Richard (Ricky) Revesz, the Dean Emeritus
of the NYU School of Law. The Advisory Council also includes two former State Attorneys General, Anne Milgram
(New Jersey) and Bruce Babbitt (Arizona), as well as Dan Firger, environmental program officer for Bloomberg
Philanthropies.
If you have any questions, please do not hesitate to contact Liz Klein or me via email or by phone.
Thanks.
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