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• Seth Platt @ 

Fwd: Follow-up information for Monday's meeting 

To: Scott Wyman, Dean Trantalis 

Hi Dean/Scott, 

June 22, 2018 at 12:Q4 PM 

In anticipation of our meeting next week I wanted to forward some information to acquaint you with some of the work my group, The Institute for Governance and Sustainable 
~R!I!§!J!I Center for Climate lnteg_rilY. has been doing. 
I have invited Jorge Mursuli to the meeting as his group, the Environmental Research Institute, is working with the City of Miami to file a lawsuit. We are trying to collaborate on 
advocacy in Broward. 

• 
Also attached is advocacy paper I intend to discuss with Broward County to track resiliency dollars spent In order to mitigate future real and perceived financial exposure to the County 
and its residents. 
Here are some links with information relative to climate liability In Florida and our efforts. 

, This gruie summarizes all the existing c~ From there, you can see news coverage and links to the specific complaints. 
• Llsa Heinzerling~ lays out the legal case. 
• l'Ve attached a summary of a survey we did with Florida residents. The long and short is that they overwhelmingly support making polluters pay. 
• Also attached is the court case filed by the City of New York. 
, Two investigations - Inside Climate News and the Columbia Journalism School - laid the foundation for climate liability litigation because the documents 

uncovered show that Big Gas & Oil (plus some utilities) knew that burning fossil fuels would lead to climate change, and that climate change could have potentially 
"catastrophic• consequences. If you want the highlights, check out the Smoking~ section of our website. 

, Since spring 2016, much of the work was visibility around an #ExxonKnew campaign -wh ich included national organizations such as 350.org, Friends of the Earth and 
Union of Concerned Scientists all amplifying Exxon and others' deceit. Many nonprofits encouraged the ongoing investigations by state attorneys general that are 
underway in MA and NY. 

, The Center for Climate lntegri\yJ formed last year to help support the nonprofits and communities looking to take the next step and to broaden that effort beyond 
Exxon - starting to track existing and future climate costs and consider filing litigation to make climate polluters help pay for the costs of adapting to climate 
change. ~ Up Climate Polluters is CC l's umbrella campaign for that broader effort. But clearly we can adopt language and assets to fit each context, including an 
entirely grasstops, behind-the-scenes effort as needed. 

Let me know if you have any questions about any of this.I am looking forward to discussing and I hope both of you will attend the meeting. 

Seth 

Seth Platt 
Senior Associate 
LSN Partners 
333 North New RiVer Orlve East 
Suite 3100 
Fort Lauderdale, FL 33301 

LS N PARTNERS (954) 522·3588. offia, 
(954) 522·3578 • Fax 1•
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recipient, you are notified that any disclosJn9, copying, dlstribubng or taking any acbon in reliance on the contents of this lnformabon as strictly prohibited. Any v,ews, opinions or advice contained In this e-mail are 
those of the sending Individual and not necessarily those of LSN Partners, LLC or its subsidiaries. It is possible for data transmitted by e-ma,I to be deliberately or accidentally corrupted or Intercepted. 
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Cc: Scott Wyman <~n.@.font.1u~rda~>; Seth Platt <8.1P.b,t3@lsnpartnt'a .com> 
Subject: Re: Follow-up information for Monday's mtt ttna 

Hello Mr Mayor, 

This is Jorgt' M ursull . Hope your 4th of Jufy was a good Of\t' . 

Just follow ing up on Seth's prt-vious conversa tion with you on the propou-d lit,.gauon. As we discussed, -~~-
E !rt ti Rights Ir tt"rnat1on•I (no t Environmtll taf Research Ins t itute) is 11.'-,dmg ttil" effort to t'Xplort' the s>0r.s1b1lrty of 

ht1gat1on for harms, ukd by~• I ""' ns.e I th ink it make~ sense that our lead coun.stl at ta11hRights comes see 
you end y0\lf team to bes t di$CUSS poten ti-al strategy and nswtr any quest ions you may have as you th ink 

through what vour ~rtkipa tion may bt, if any. 

We are av.1ilable onytime bc.-tween 07 /23-07 /27 to come-stt you . Ple,>Se let me know ,f any of t hoM- datt-., wo rk, 

and I will malct' it happen Of course, I am available 10 chat before then as Wt'II if you'd hke. 

look ing forwdrd to see ing a fter such a Jong time . Cong.1c1rs again on the elttt1onl Gu~cll to know you clrt' my 

hometown ml)yOf. 

See you soon, 

Jorge Mursuli 
786.236.1049 



referred by Scott Wyman 
~ - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -

From: JorgeMursuli <jo rge.mursuli@gmail.co m> 

To: Alain Boileau <aboilea u@fortlauderda le.gov> 

Cc: Scott Wyman <swyman@fortlauderda le.gov> , Dean Trantalis <dtrantalis@fortlauderda le.gov> 

Date: Wed, 11 Jul 2018 11 :07:13 -0400 

Mr Boileau, 

My name is Jorge Mursuli. I represent Earth Rights Internationa l, a worldwide NGO special izing in 
litigation in support of the environment and in defense of human rights abuses 
(https ://earthr ights.org /about/ ). I believe you are already aware of Mayor Trantalis 's interest in 
exploring potent ial litigation efforts regarding harms to the City of Ft Lauderdale caused as a result of 
climate change and sea level rise. 

Scott Wyman asked that I reach out to you in order to schedule a meeting with EarthRights 
Internat ional (ERi) counsel where you can discuss the details of the effort and related strateg ies. As 
you probably know, this topic is one with many moving parts given the growing number of similar 
lawsuits around the country. We very much look forward to explaining where we are in the process 
with other key municipa lities and answer any and all questions you might have. 

The ERi team could be in South Florida anytime from 07/23-07/27. Please let me know ASAP when 
you would be available , and I will be happy to set tha t up. 

Thanks in advance for your t ime and considerat ion. I can be reached at 786.236.1049 if needed . 

We look forward to meeting and talking , 

Jorge Mursuli 
EarthRights Internationa l 



-----Original Message-----

Fro1n: JorgeMursuli [ mailto:jorge.mursuli@gmail.com ] 

Sent: Wednesday , July 11, 2018 11:07 AM 
To: Alain Boileau 
Cc: Scott Wyman; Dean Trantalis 
Subject: referred by Scott Wyman 

Mr Boileau , 

My name is Jorge Mursuli. I represent EarthRights International , a worldwide NGO 
specializing in litigation in support of the environment and in defense of human rights abuses 
(https://earthrights.org/abouU ). I believe you are already aware of Mayor Trantalis's interest in 
exploring potential litigation efforts regarding harms to the City of Ft Lauderdale caused as a 
result of climate change and sea level rise. 

Scott Wyman asked that I reach out to you in order to schedule a meeting with EarthRights 
International (ERI) counsel where you can discuss the details of the effort and related 
strategies. As you probably know , this topic is one with many 1noving parts given the 
growing number of similar lawsuits around the country. We very much look forward to 
explaining where we are in the process with other key municipalities and answer any and all 
questions you might have. 

The ERI team could be in South Florida anytime from 07/23-07/27. Please let me know 
ASAP when you would be available , and I wiU be happy to set that up. 

Thanks in advance for your time and consideration. I can be reached at 786.236.1049 if 
needed. 

We look forward to meeting and talking , 

Jorge Mursuli 
EarthRights International 



Meeting with Mr. Boileau 

From: JorgeMursuli <jorge.mursuli@gmai l.com> 

To: Mayda Pineda <mpineda@fortlauderdale.gov> 

Date: Wed, 25 Jul 2018 10:47:57 -0400 

Hello Ms. Pineda, 

We would like to include additional co-counsel oni the phone during our face-to face meeting with 
Mr. Boileau. 

They are : 

Vic Sher- 415/595-9969 
Matt Edling- 415/531-1829 

Please let me know if patching them into our meeting is doable . Again , thanks very much. 

Jorge Mursuli 
786.236.1049 



Fr om: JorgeMursuli <jorge.mursuli@gmail.com > 

Subject: Fwd: Meeting with Mr. Bo ileau 
Date: July 25, 2018 at 10:57:13 AM EDT 

To: lcoranado@fortlauderdale.gov 

Lizardo, 

Thanks very much for helping me ensure we can include my colleagues on the phone during 
our meeting tom01Tow with Mr Boileau . As you know, I received a retµrn email advising me 
Ms Pineda wi ll be OOT till August. 

Please ask whomever is manag ing thi meet ing in place of Ms Pineda to confom with me that 
phone access to my co lleagues during the meeting is doable. 

Thanks again, 

Jorge Mursuli 
Earthri ghts International 
786.236. 1049 



On Jul 27, 2018, at 1:58 PM, Ala in Boileau <ABoileau@fortlauderdale .gov> wrote: 

Mayor : 

As a follow-up to my email below, as well as our meeting with Seth 
Plath, please be advised that the New York V. BP, Chrevron, et al. case, which 
Seth had provided to us for our meet ing, was just dismissed by the 
United States District Court in New York on July 19 (see attached 
Order), for almost the identica l reasons relied upon the U.S. District 
Court in California in dismissing the City of Oakland and San 
Francisco 's lawsuit against the same oil company defendants. 

That being said, I had a positive meeting yesterday with Marco 
Simons , Esquire of the Earth Rights International Group , Matt Edling , 
Esquire, Vic Sher , Esquire , of Sher Edling , and Jorge Mursuli. Sher 
Edling have been able to successfu lly obtain 6 remands to state court 
in the cases filed and removed in California , and have yet to suffer any 
dismissals . 

We can discuss in further detail upon your return and at your 
convenience. 

Alain 



From: Alain Boileau 
Sent: Friday, July 27, 2018 3:36 PM 
To : Dean Trantalis 
Cc: Scott Wyman; Lee Feldman 
Su bject: RE: Judge Dismisses Suit Against Oil Companies Over Climate Change Costs 

Inevitably mixed . Conceptually , the potential liability makes sense and there is a 
factual basis to support the argument , but practically these lawsuits are 
encountering substantial headwinds in Court with regards to liability and 
jurisdiction. The governmental plaintiffs are essentially pursuing liability through 
common law claims at a local level for a global (and not exclusively domestic) 
problem upon which the judiciary is taking the position that the issue has been and 
should be relegated to the executive and legislative branches. On a contingency 

basis , the risk is low for the City , but we still have to address any potential award of 
prevailing litigation costs that the firm representing us could not pay on our behalf if 
our case gets dismissed or if the City does not prevail. There may be an insurance 
premium solution to that exposure, but we'll have to discuss. 

Note that the California and New York dismissals are being appealed. 

Alain E. Boileau - Interim City Attorney 
City of Fort Lauderda le, City Attorney 's Office 
100 North Andrews Avenue, Fort Lauderdale , FL 33301 
T: 954.828 .5025 F: 954.828.5915 
E: aboileau@fortlauderdale.gov 



From: Dean Tranta lis 
Sent: Friday, July 27, 2018 2:50 PM 
To: Alain Boileau 
Cc: Scott Wyman; Lee Feldman 

II 

Subject: Re: Judge Dismisses Suit Against Oil Companies Over Climate Change 
Costs 

Hmm. You' re sending me mixed messages. 

Sent fr om my i Phone 
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TO: 

FROM: 

DATE: 

TITLE: 

CITY OF FORT LAUDERDALE 
City Commission Agenda Memo 
CONFERENCE MEETING 

Honorable Mayor & Members of the 
Fort Lauderdale City Commission 

Alain E. Boileau, City Attorney 

October 23, 2018 

#18-XXXX 

Presentation by Earthrights International regarding ongoing national and 
proposed litigation against fossil fuel companies due to their contribution 
to climate crisis and resulting mitigation costs to governmental entities 

Representatives from Earthrights International will be making a presentation regarding 
ongoing national litigation against fossil fuel companies arising from the companies' 
knowing contribution to the climate crisis by producing, promoting, refining, marketing , 
and selling fossil fuels, while concealing the dangers to the environment , the results of 
which municipalities, such as the City of Fort Lauderdale, have had to incur the costs of 
adapting to the resulting climate changes. Commencing in the summer of 2017, state 
and local governments around the country, including but not limited to, the State of New 
York, the City of Oakland, the City of San Francisco, the State of Rhode Island, the City 
of Baltimore, and the City of Boulder, have filed lawsuits asking fossil fuel companies to 
pay for their share of costs of adapting to climate change. Earthrights International, with 
the assistance of co-counsel, currently represent the City of Boulder, Boulder County, 
and San Miguel County , Colorado in one of these lawsuits." 
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