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Pete Surdo • 3rd 

Special Assistant Attorney General at Office of the 
Minnesota Attorney General 

Minneapolis, Minnesota • 500+ connections Contact info 

About 

j More ... 

Office of the Minnesota 
Attorney General 

N Northwestern University 
School of Law 

After 15 years working at Robins Kaplan LLP, I am off on a new adventur e as a Fellow with the NYU Schoo l of law's 
State Impact Center. I will be embedded with the Minnesota Attorney General's Office as an Environmental Litigator 
and Special Assistant Attorney General. 

Pete Surdo 
Sp ec iai A.ssista nt Attorney General a, Office of the Minnesota Attorney GePe r:.I 

Experience 

k lll ,l,','!,I 
l<Al 'L \ :,O 

Special Assistant Attorney General 
Office of the Minnesota Attorney General 

Jun 2019 - Present · 3 mos 
Minnesota 

Fellow 

NYU School of Law 

Jun 2019 - Present · 3 mos 
Greater Minneapolis- St. Paul Area 

Robins Kaplan LLP 
15 yrs 

Principal 
Sep 2004 - Present • 15 yrs 
Greater Minneapolis-S t. Paul Area 

Principal 
Sep 2004 - Jun 2019 • 14 yrs 10 mos 

Exhibit G Page 1 of 2



Pete Surdo 
Special Assistant Attorney General st Office of the MinnestiTa Attorne~; General 

N 

,a,n,,-.. 
K,\.J•t.-' ' 

Board Chair 

West Side Community Health Services 

Jun 2009 - Dec 2018 • 9 yrs 7 mos 

Adjunct Professor of Trial Advocacy 

University of St. Thomas School of Law 

2008 - 2013 • 5 yrs 

Law Student 

Northwestern University School of Law 

2002 - 2004 - 2 yrs 

Summer Associate 

Robins, Kaplan, Miller & Ciresi L.L.P. 

Jun 2003 - Aug 2003 - 3 mos 
Minneupolis, MN 

Legal Inte rn 

Conste llation New Energy 

2001 - 200 2 · 1 yr 

Show fewer experiences ,,.._ 

Pete Surdo 
Speciai Assistant Attorney General at Office of the Minnesota Attorney General 

Education 

N 
\.AW 

■ 

Northwestern University Schoo l of Law 

JD, Law 

2002 - 2004 

University of W isconsin-Ea u Claire 

BA 
1998 - 2000 

University of Minnesota 
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From: Peter Frumhoff <PFrumhoff@ucsusa.org> 

sent: Friday, July 31, 2015 1:03 PM 

To: Edward W Maibach 

Cc: Nancy Cole; Alden Meyer; Aaron Huertas 

Subject: FW: Senator Whitehouse's call for a RICO investigation of the fossil fuel industry 

Hi Ed, 

I'm following up on the scientists letter proposal that you shared with Nancy and Alden earlier this 

week to let you know that (1) it prompted a lot of discussion among our staff, including with UCS 

president Ken Kimmell and (2) after taking a close look, we've decided to not pursue this 
opportunity with you. 

Here's why: In reaching out to climate scientists to sign on, we feel that we'd need to give them 

some firmer grounding for believing that a federal investigation under the RICO statute is 

warranted - enough so that they'd be able to explain their rationale for signing on to reporters and 

others . As you know, deception/disinformation isn't itself a basis for criminal prosecution under 

RICO. We don't think that Sen White _house's call gives enough of a basis for scientists to sign on to 
this as a solid approach at this point . 

Just so you know, we're also in the process of exploring other state-based approaches to holding 

fossil fuel companies legally accountable - we think there'll likely be a strong basis for encouraging 

state (e.g. AG) action forward and, in that context, opportunities for climate scientists to weigh in. 

It would be interesting- and perhaps very useful - to consider how calls for legal accountability 

will play out in the court of public opinion in differen t states/with different subsets of the 

American public - something perhaps we could work with you all on as this unfolds. 

So, I am sorry to decline this particular opportunity. Thanks for proposing this an~ please keep us in 
the loop on how this plays out. 

Thanks, Ed. 

All best, 

Peter 

Peter C. Frumhoff Ph.D. 

Director of Science and Policy 

· Chief Scientist, Climate Campaign 

Union of Concerned Scientists 
Cambridge MA 
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