From: <iyla@climateintegrity.org>

Date: Tue, Sep 8, 2020 at 9:53 PM

Subject: Invitation: John Weber // Pay Up Climate Polluters @ Wed Sep 9, 2020 11:30am - 11:45am
(EDT) (iweber@bradieybeachnj.gov)

To: <jweber@bradleybeachnj.gov>, <payupnjpolluters@gmail.com>

You have been invited to the following event.

fJohn Weber // Pay Up Climate Polluters
When Wed Sep 9, 2020 11:30am — 11:45am Eastern Time - New York

‘Calendar jweber@bradleybeachnj.gov

Who * iyla@climateintegrity.org - organizer
1 = payupnjpolluters@gmail.com
= iweber@bradleybeachnj.gov

‘more details »
Going (jweber@bradleybeachnj.gov)? Yes - Maybe - No more options »

Invitation from Google Calendar

You are receiving this email at the account jweber@bradleybeachnj.gov because you are subscribed for invitations on
- calendar jweber@bradieybeachnj.qov.

To stop receiving these emails, please log in to hitpsi//www.google. com/calendar/ and change your notification setlings for
this calendar.

Forwarding this invitation could allow any recipient to send a response to the organizer and be added to the gusst list, or
| invite cthars regardiess of their own invitation status, or to moedify your REVP. Leam More.




From: lyla Shornstein <iyla@climateintegrity.org>

Date: Wed, Sep 9, 2020 at 12:00 PM

Subject: Follow up about Leaders for Climate Accountability

To: <jweber@bradleybeachni.gov>, Lauren OBrien <payupnjpolluters@gmail.com>

Hi John,

Thank you so much for taking the time to chat with us. As promised, attached is the pitch deck and a
program one-pager. Keep in mind that this powerpoint is a template - usually | fill in local details on
some slides so those just have placeholders in them on the version that's attached.

If you are willing to join our network, you can simply just fill out this googie form and we'll be in touch
with the toolkits and follow up materials.

Thanks again!

Best,

lyla Shornstein (she/her)

State and Local Campaigns Consultant
Center for Climate Integrity
845-706-3159
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Leaders for Climate Accountability

Our communities are at a crossroads. Cities and states across the country are seeing already tight
budgets decimated by the COVID-19 pandemic. And with climate change exacerbating long-overdue
upgrades to infrastructure, the threat of supercharged wildfires and hurricanes, and public health
disasters, local governments find themselves in a critical position. Local leaders need to take action
now to protect taxpayers and our way of life.

Leaders for Climate Accountability is a national network of elected officials who refuse to let their
communities settle for less. We're committed to local solutions for local problems. That means
putting our communities first by prioritizing the needs of our constituents, protecting local
democracy, and making sure corporate polluters are held accountable for their outsized role in
climate change.

QOur Platform and Network

We know that protecting our homes, businesses, and families from climate change is not a small
task. We can't rely on business as usual: Our communities need innovative solutions. Time and time
again, local governments have been learning labs for policy solutions. Our Leaders are committed to:

e Championing the “polluter pays” principle so taxpayers aren’t solely responsible for costs of
adaptation and recovery

e Protecting local democracy and access to the courts

e Putting our constituents’ families, homes, and livelihoods at the forefront of policy solutions

Leaders for Climate Accountability harnesses, supports, and elevates local leadership. As a Leader
for Climate Accountability, you and your office will have access to:

e Political and policy research specific to your locality, including polling, white papers, sample
legislation, and specific cost studies

e Qur national communications shop, including a press team on hand to help with writing and
pitching op-eds, statements, speeches, and television spots
A messaging/social media toolkit tailored to your district

e A network of local and national organizations to build support for your climate accountability
platform and champion its successes

e Opportunities to network with and learn from national cross-sector leaders

Interested in fearning more? Reach out to lyla Shornstein at iyla@climateintegrity.org for more
information.

About the Center for Climate Integrity
The Center for Climate Integrity empowers communities and elected officials with the knowledge

and tools they need to hold polluters accountable for their contributions to the climate crisis.
Through campaigns, communications, and strategic legal support, we work to ensure that the fossil
fuel industry pays their fair share for the massive existing (and projected) costs of climate change.
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From: lyla Shornstein <iyla@climateintegrity.org>

Date: Thu, Dec 10, 2020 at 2:27 PM

Subject: Welcome to Leaders for Climate Accountability! Toolkits enclosed.
To: John Weber <jweber@bradleybeachnj.gov>

Cc: Lauren OBrien <payupnipolluters@gmail.com>

Dear Councilman Weber,

We are so excited to include you in our national network of climate champions, Leaders for
Climate Accountability. Together, we will work to ensure that taxpayers aren’t stuck footing the
bill for climate-related damages and that the oil and gas industry is held accountable for their
deception and outsized role in creating and exacerbating the climate crisis.

Attached to this email are a number of toolkits designed to better help your office promote the
movement for climate accountability. It is our hope that each toolkit empowers you to take
tangible actions that support the “polluter pays” narrative and creates a more friendly
environment for climate accountability lawsuits.

Here’s what to expect from the toolkits and how best to use them:

Policy Toolkit:

o What it is: A selection of five “polluter pays” template resolutions which can be
edited to suit your community’s individual climate impacts, costs, and needs.

o How to use it: These five resolutions are intended to illustrate how you could
assert your community’s commitment to ensuring that constituents are not left
footing the bill for climate damages. They could also serve as a way to support
existing climate accountability cases, or to lay a critical foundation for entities
who may wish to pursue litigation in the future.

o How we can help: We can help support you in making these resolutions a
success by researching localized costs and impacts, editing language to suit your
needs, pitching to the media, messaging guidance, creating assets for social
media, and more.

Communications Toolkit

o What it is: Sample social media posts, talking points, email templates, and
shareable graphics to communicate why climate polluters should be held
accountable for the damages they knowingly caused. This toolkit is fully
customized for your office and includes references to costs and impacts in your
district/state/municipality.

o How to use jt: Share away! Please remember to tag us at @L4CA_ across all
channels so we can help amplify your posts. Please note that our social media
accounts will not be active until after the public launch of this network (late
winter/early spring).

o How we can help: Our team is happy to create additional content for you, so long
as it relates to climate accountability. Make sure to follow us across all channels
so you don’t miss any exciting climate accountability news.



Municipal Preemption Primer

« What it is: An overview of municipal preemption and other attacks on liability
lawsuits.

e How to use it: Familiarize yourself with the different strategies used to block
access to the courts so your office can easily identify these attempts. Use the
provided boolean search tool to scan a bill’s contents for any indicators that it
might contain preemptive language.

o How we can help: We are happy to review any proposed legislation that you are
concerned might infringe on local democracy.

Polling Memo:
o What it is: A summary of climate accountability polling resuits in your region.
o How to use it: This memo can help inform messaging on this issue, while offering
your office a better sense of existing support for climate accountability. Please do
NOT share this memo outside of your. office.
o How we can help: We are happy to walk you through the methodology and
results.

We hope that these toolkits serve as a guide for empowering your community to stand up to
corporate polluters and hold them accountable for their misdeeds. Our relationship with your
office does not end here. Rather, we view these resources as the very beginning of a
collaborative partnership as we work towards a common goal.

A few important notes:

e The Center for Climate Integrity plans to launch this network to the public in
the late winter/early spring of 2021. We will have a website that will feature all
of our Leaders (using the bio and headshot provided by your office). We hope
you will join us in spreading the word!

« These toolkits are meant as a resource for your office only. Please do not
share them outside of your direct staff. We are happy to speak with any other
officials or colleagues that might be interested in our work or in joining our
network. Just let us know!

o Keep us in the loop! If you decide to introduce a resolution or legislation or want
to hold a virtual town hall -- we would be more than happy to assist you in any
way we can. Don't forget to tag us in social media posts and update us on any
climate-related work your office is involved in.

e As we look towards 2021, we will continue to develop creative ways to advocate
and promote climate accountability. Please know that we will continue to share
resources as they become available and that we are always looking for media
opportunities for our Leaders.

Thank you so much for your commitment to holding polluters accountable and making sure the
companies whose products caused the problem pay their fair share to adapt communities to the
new normal.

As always, please reach out with any questions. | look forward to building on this work with you!

Best,



lyla Shornstein (she/her)

State and Local Campaigns Manager
Center for Climate Integrity
845-706-3159




LEADERS FOR CLIMATE
ACCOUNTABILITY

Municipal Preemption and other attacks on liability lawsuits

Background: Litigation is a powerful tool used to hold corporate poliuters accountable for
the injuries they have caused to communities, effectively shifting the costs from those
harmed to those responsible for the harms. Under various legal theories, an individual or
community that has been unjustly wronged has the right to seek recourse through a court
of law. Upon hearing the dispute, the court will determine the appropriate remedy, such as
compensation for the harm the plaintiff has suffered or penalties for the fraud that has
been perpetrated.

Communities across the country are suffering as a resuit of the deceptive conduct of
industries like opioid manufacturers and fossil fuel companies, and they are paying millions,
if not billions, of dollars to address the harms. Access to the courts must be preserved to
ensure that those affected -- cities, counties and other entities -- can seek recourse and
remedy for the damages that have been caused by these corporate actors.

Now that 24 communities have filed suit against them, the fossil fuel industry and its allies
are working hard to prevent these and other communities from having their day in court. In
2019, the industry-backed Chamber of Commerce issued a report titled Mitigating
Municipality Litigation, which provides detailed recommendations and ways in which state
lawmakers can restrict or block local governments’ access to the courts and effectively
undermine litigation efforts to hold the fossil fuel industry accountable. Each of these
strategies corresponds to one of “the four essential elements that a lawsuit requires to be
viable: a plaintiff able and willing to bring suit; a defendant capable of being sued; a cause of
action that can be brought; and an available forum.”

Several states -- including Kansas, Florida, Arizona and Texas -- are actively considering
legislative proposals based on the report’s recommendations. These efforts are described
in more detail below.

ATTACKS ON THE FOUR ELEMENTS OF A VIABLE LAWSUIT

Industry efforts to block access to courts are well underway. Climate leaders must be
equipped with the information necessary to identify and oppose any and all legislative
efforts to restrict or block municipalities from accessing state courts. This section outlines
the strategies presented in the Chamber of Commerce report, and specific proposals that
are now moving through state legislatures.



1. Plaintiff’'s ability to bring and control a lawsuit

The ultimate goal of such legislation is to prevent local and state governments from
bringing lawsuits in state court. This includes attempts to strip municipalities of their
authority to file a lawsuit or hire outside counsel, set limits on contingency fee
arrangements, and control the outcome of litigation. The following are examples of each

approach:

e Stripping authority:

o]

In Louisiana, Governor Jindal signed a bill retroactively stripping the state
levee authority of its ability to file suit against the oil industry for its
destruction of wetlands.

The Pennsylvania legislature passed a bill that removed sole prosecutorial
discretion over firearms cases from Philadelphia District Attorney Larry
Krasner and gave Pennsylvania Attorney General Josh Shapiro concurrent
jurisdiction.!

in 2019, the Chio General Assembly introduced a bill backed by Attorney
General Dave Yost that would grant the Ohio attorney general’s office “the
sole and exclusive authority’ to “bring a civil action and consolidate other
actions based on a matter of statewide concern” involving any issue or action
that “more likely than not...adversely affect][s] citizens in at least five Ohio
counties.”

e Barring or limiting contingency fees:

o]

A recent Kansas bill would ban all cities, counties, and school districts from
hiring private lawyers “on a contingent fee basis” without written permission
from the state attorney general.?

A proposed Florida bill would cap contingency fee recovery for private
attorneys representing a municipality.®

An Arizona bill would both cap contingency fee agreements with outside
counsel and require AG approval.*

Last year Texas advanced multiple bills prohibiting or limiting the use of
contingency fee agreements by local governments.®

e Controlling outcome:

' PA bill (HB 1614)

2 KS bill (HB 2461)

3 FL bill (SB 1574/HB 7043)

4 AZ bill (SB 1459)

° TX: SB 970 (2019, Texas 86th Leg); TX: HB 2003 (2019, Texas 86th Leg)



o Inaseparate bill, the Texas legislature took it one step further, giving the
Attorney General the authority to settle certain civil suits brought by a local
government concerning water and environmental issues without the consent
of that local government.®

2. Defendant capable of being sued

Every industry wants a blanket waiver of liability. While the gun industry is the only one that
successfully secured a liability waiver, the fossil fuel industry is actively pursuing a waiver
that would provide total immunity from any lawsuits seeking to hold companies liable for
past, present, and future climate damages.

e Gun Industry liability waiver
o Utah enacted a law to provide broad immunity from litigation brought by any
individual or public or private entity, including political subdivisions, to the
firearm and ammunition manufacturing industry.

e Fossil Fuel Industry attempt
o In April 2020, industry lobbyists introduced a liability waiver for “energy”
companies while Congress debated the first stimulus package to address the
Covid-19 pandemic.

3. A viable cause of action

The fossil fuel industry may attempt to limit the use of public nuisance and other causes of
action, including through changes to the applicable statute of limitations.

4. An available forum

The industry may also attempt to remove state court jurisdiction over municipal litigation.
As described in the Chamber of Commerce report, states could “amend the constitutional
or statutory provisions that make state courts an available forum.” By limiting the ability of
state courts to hear certain claims or order certain remedies, states could effectively
deprive local governments of a forum where they could bring their claims.

6 TX: HB 3981 (2019, Texas 86th Leg)



TACTICS USED TO DISGUISE THESE ATTACKS

In their efforts to push these proposals through, state lawmakers are using the following
duplicitous tactics to hide and confuse the true intentions of their court access-blocking
legislation:

e Pass bills quickly
o This minimizes open debate on the purpose of the bill and lessens the ability
of opponents to organize and legislators to consult constituent groups.

e Time bills around end-of-session logjams
o Legislators have less time to deliberate.

e Obscure the purpose by adding it to pre-existing bills on non-relevant substantive
topics
o Legislators may add language removing or blocking access to the courts to
popular bills that have widespread support, making it more difficult for
opponents to contest or defeat it.

e Repeal only to replace
o A statelegislature may repeal preemption on a specific policy area, only to
replace it with a bill using different language but with the same preemptive
effect.

Talking Points re: Laws Restricting Local Suits

e Localities have the right to seek justice from the courts. Communities are
suffering from the deceptive conduct of industries like opioid manufacturers and
fossil fuel companies, and they are paying millions, if not billions, in dollars to address
the harms. Access to the courts must be preserved to ensure that those affected --
cities, counties and other entities -- can seek recourse and remedy for the damages
that have been caused by these bad actors.

e Climate and public health harms must be addressed at the local level. Whether it's
the [$XX billion] it will cost [XX municipality] to build seawalls to combat rising seas
or the [$XX million XX County] alone has spent to counter its opioid epidemic,
communities are facing multi-million dollar price tags to protect homes, livelihoods,
infrastructure, and public health from the dangerous consequences of corporate
malfeasance. These costs are inherently local, and present major budgetary
concerns for taxpayers and local officials alike, who are currently footing the bill
entirely on their own -- and they must be confronted at the local level.



@

These bills are an attack on local rule. Corporations hope that by passing these bills,
especially in states with sympathetic Attorneys General, they will escape
accountability completely. But residents elect their city and county officials to act in
the best interest of their communities, and those officials must have the ability to
address local harms as their communities see fit. Local officials cant be hamstrung
by rules that require state approval when seeking legal recourse for harms that their
communities are suffering.

This legislation would rig the system in favor of Big Business so that corrupt
industries can’t be held accountable for their misdeeds. It is only through court
orders and settlements that Big Tobacco and Big Pharma have been held
accountable for their fraud and forced to help offset the damage caused by their
products. As more and more local governments look to the courts to hold the fossil
fuel industry accountable for its decades-long campaign of deception and the
resulting costs to local communities, these companies are scared that they're next.
Municipal preemption and other legislative attacks would allow fossil fuel majors to
escape accountability for their actions.

Keywords/Phrases for Preemption Legislation Searches
Credit: Local Solutions Support Center

Another way to uncover legislative attempts at municipal preemption is to search for key
terms and phrases. In this table, which has been formatted for Boolean searching:

Search for preemption of a specific issue:
((Column A Term) w/25 (Column B Term)) and (Column C Term)

Broader search for any preemption bill on any issue:
(Column A Term) w/25 (Column B Term)

Search for preemption of municipal litigation, not issue specific:
(Column A TermO w/50 (Column C Term)

Search for preemption of municipal litigation on specific issue:
((Column A Term) w/25 {Column C Term)) and (Column D Term)



Column A Column B Column C Column D
“ordinance! “preempt!” “damage!” environment
“local! “shall not prohibit!” | “liab!” greenhouse! gas
“political “occupy the field” “nuisance!l” fossil fuel
subdivision! “exclusive power!” “jurisdiction!” climate
“municipal! “feel” oil

“suit!” fracking

“court!” gas

“claim!” budget

“causel! of action” public health

“attorney generall”

“class!”

“attorney!”

“counsel”

“immunt!”

“settle!”

“parens patriae”
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Policy Toolkit

About CCI

The Center for Climate Integrity empowers communities and elected officials with the
knowledge and tools they need to hold poliuters accountable for their contributions to the
climate crisis and the fraud they’ve perpetrated on the American public. Through
campaigns, communications, and strategic legal support, we work to ensure that the fossil
fuel industry pays their fair share for the massive existing (and projected) costs of climate
change.

About This Toolkit

As of December 2020, two dozen communities across the United States have sued oil and
gas giants to hold them accountable for misleading the public about their role in the climate
crisis and for the climate damages they knowingly caused — with polling showing wide
support for climate accountability from voters across the aisle.

This toolkit serves as a resource to local leaders who want to ensure their residents aren't
left footing the bill for severe and escalating climate impacts on their own — and that those
who contributed most to this crisis, not those most vulnerable, are responsible for the costs
of adaptation and resilience. Included are a selection of polluter pays template resolutions
which can be edited to suit your municipality’s individual climate impacts, costs, and needs.
If you would like help researching localized costs and impacts or editing language to suit
your needs, feel free to reach out to Emily Sanders at emilvy@climateintegrity.org.

Table of Contents
1. Accounting for the Costs of Climate Change
2. Asserting Your Community’s Right to Sue
3. Calling on Your State to File a Climate Accountability Lawsuit
4. Calling on Your State Congressional Delegation to Oppose a Liability Waiver
5. Making a Climate Emergency Declaration




Accounting for the Costs of Climate Change

Summary: Taxpayers have a right to know the entirety of the costs they face when it comes
to adapting to and recovering from the escalating impacts of climate change. A transparent
accounting of climate-related costs is an invaluable tool for local governments during
budgeting and emergency planning, and can be used to hold polluters accountable for their
fair share of the climate damages they knowingly caused.

The following resolution can be used as a guide to call upon local and state governments to
determine exactly how much taxpayers are spending to address climate change at the local
level. Including locally-specific impacts and costs is important. You can find good examples
of how climate change is impacting your communities here:

e The High Tide Tax: 2019 study by the Center for Climate Integrity and Resilient
Analytics that examines the costs of basic coastal defenses to protect against sea
level rise under a conservative emissions scenario

e States at Risk: 2015 project by Climate Central that demonstrates how Americans in
all 50 states are experiencing the impacts of climate change

e Underwater: 2018 report by the Union of Concerned Scientists that analyzes risks
faced by US coastal real estate due torising seas

e Killer Heat: 2019 report and interactive map by the Union of Concerned Scientists
that assesses the future of dangerously rising temperatures across the U.S.

e Neighborhoods at Risk: tool from Headwaters Economics that shows demographic
vulnerability to climate change by census tract/neighborhood

Disclaimer: Any resolutions should be vetted by local legal and policy authorities before
being introduced for consideration.

Below you'll find an example of a cost-accounting resolution that uses sea level rise and its
associated damages as an impact to be tracked; this language can also be edited to reflect
cost accounting associated with other climate impacts including more frequent and severe
wildfires, drought, extreme weather events, rising temperatures, and more. If your city or
county is interested in conducting your own cost-accounting study, please reach out to lyla
Shornstein at ivla@climateintegrity.org for information on funding, engineering firms, etc.

Title: Resolution Urging [X City/County/State] to Track the Costs of Climate Change
Adaptation, Resilience and Recovery

WHEREAS, communities across the United States are experiencing the increasingly severe
impacts of climate change and rising global temperatures, including but not limited to sea-
level rise, warming atmospheric and ocean temperatures, more frequent and devastating
wildfires, drought, flooding, and extreme weather; and



WHEREAS, the United States experienced 14 separate billion-dollar disasters in 2019,
according to data collected by the National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration, and
those impacts and costs are projected to increase as long as greenhouse gas emissions
continue unabated; and

WHEREAS, coastal communities across the country collectively could spend more than
$400 billion on sea wall and coastal barrier construction over the next five to ten years to
protect against chronic flooding from near-term sea level rise under a conservative
emissions scenario, and [X city/county/state] could spend [X] billion on the same; and

WHEREAS, [X city/county/state] has estimated that the costs of adapting and rebuilding
infrastructure to protect against rising seas alone will total more than [$X];and

WHEREAS, [X city/county/state] will experience a variety of other climate impacts,
including [more intense and frequent hurricanes, extreme weather and drought, dangerous
temperatures, flooding, increased wildfires, the spread of vector-borne diseases], and will
need to address a far wider range of related damages including, [losses to agriculture and
tourism industries, compromised water, waste management, and transportation systems,
climate gentrification of lower-income neighborhoods, negative public health outcomes, job
losses and losses to local businesses, homes, schools and infrastructure in need of
upgrades and repairs], and more; and

WHEREAS, due to an ongoing history of systemic racial and economic inequities, low-
income communities and communities of color across the country and in [X
city/county/state] are most exposed to these threats, yet often go without access to the
resources necessary in order to adapt, recover, and build resilience; and

WHEREAS, [X city/county/state] taxpayers are currently bearing the entirety of costs to
rebuild and adapt their communities from a worsening threat, though many of these costs
are not documented or accounted for in budgetary planning; and

WHEREAS, in the absence of outside revenué, local governments may be forced to cut
existing public services, raise taxes, and/or relocate neighborhoods entirely as climate-
related expenditures continue to grow; and

WHEREAS, local and state governments in [X city/county/state] need to assess how much
taxpayers are spending and how funds are being allocated to address climate change; and

NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED that [X governing body] does hereby urge [X
city/county/state elected official] to initiate transparent tracking and accou nting of the
costs of climate adaptation, resilience and recovery at the local and state levels, in order to



assist in the process of budgetary and emergency planning and begin considerations of
how to shift the past and present costs associated with the damages caused by climate
change from taxpayers to those that caused the harm; and

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that these efforts should begin with an assessment of climate
change impacts and necessary adaptation and resilience measures, followed by an
identification and evaluation of existing and projected climate-related expenditures, which
could include (but is not limited to) costs related to rebuilding communities and economies
impacted by extreme weather events, resilience infrastructure adaptation, real estate
losses, threats to public health, impacts to water and agricultural systems, transportation,
and jobs, implementing emergency response centers, community shelters, and public
cooling centers, and more.



Asserting Your Community’s Right to Sue

Summary: The climate crisis was created by decades of denial, deception, and
disinformation from the fossil fuel industry: oil and gas companies knew more than 50 years
ago that their products would cause climate change, but they lied to the public,
policymakers, and the media in order to block regulatory action and protect their own
profits. Today, two dozen communities across the United States have taken oil and gas
majors to court to hold them accountable for consumer fraud and/or damages associated
with adapting to the climate crisis.

In response to these cases, corporate-backed special interest groups are pushing
legislation at the state level to block communities’ access to the courts. Essentially, this
type of legislation strips cities and counties of their ability to file lawsuits and centralizes
that power firmly in the office of the state attorney general, removing the only avenue these
communities have to seek compensation for costly damages. This legislation would have
implications for similar lawsuits (regarding opioids, MTBE, PFAS, vaping, etc.) seeking to
hold companies accountable for lying about the harm their products would cause. A
resolution similar to the one presented below was passed by the United States Conference
of Mayors at their 2019 annual meeting in Honolulu.

Communities have a right to use the courts to hold companies liable for false and deceptive
advertising and for concealing what they knew about the risks associated with their
products; preserving access to the courts is critical for these and other communities to
seek justice and accountability. The following resolution can be used as a guide to urge
Congress and state officials to protect your community’s right to sue.

Disclaimer: Any resolutions should be vetted by local legal and policy authorities before
being introduced for consideration.

Title: Resolution Supporting Municipalities’ Rights and Efforts to Mitigate Climate Change
Damages and Protect Taxpayers from Related Adaptation Costs

WHEREAS, communities across the United States are experiencing the increasingly severe
impacts of climate change and rising global temperatures, including but not limited to sea-
level rise, warming atmospheric and ocean temperatures, more frequent and devastating
wildfires, drought, flooding, and extreme weather; and

WHEREAS, the United States experienced 14 separate billion-dollar disasters in 2019,
according to data collected by the National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration, and
those impacts and costs are projected to increase as long as greenhouse gas emissions
continue unabated; and



WHEREAS, The Environmental Protection Agency and Department of Energy have stated
that climate-driven hazards will require tens of billions of dollars in investments to
strengthen the nation's water, wastewater, and energy systems; and

WHEREAS, municipalities are already having to invest billions of dollars annually in
infrastructure and support services to deal with climate change's impacts of heat waves,
droughts, wildfires, flooding, and extreme weather events; and

WHEREAS, due to an ongoing history of systemic racial and economic inequities, low-
income communities and communities of color across the country and in [X state] are most
exposed to these threats, yet often go without access to the resources necessary in order
to adapt, recover, and build resilience; and

WHEREAS, as of 2017, in the United States, carbon dioxide (CO2) emissions

from burning fossil fuels amounted to 76% of total human-caused greenhouse gases
(GHGs). NASA explains the “greenhouse effect” as when carbon dioxide, methane and
nitrous oxides trap heat in the atmosphere and cause temperatures to rise, known as
“global warming”; and '

WHEREAS, as evidenced by internal industry documents, major fossil fuel companies knew
as far back as 1968 that their products would cause significant harm to the climate and to
communities across the globe, yet funded campaigns to conceal, obscure and deny the
reality of that threat for decades to come; and

WHEREAS, twenty-four municipal and state governments across the country have filed
lawsuits seeking to recover the escalating costs local governments will incur to adapt and
repair their communities from climate instability and/or to hold oil and gas companies
accountable for defrauding consumers; and

WHEREAS, America's courts play a critically important role in our system of checks-and-
balances, and are an essential avenue for communities to seek justice and to hold
companies accountable for damages they knowingly caused; and

WHEREAS, several major fossil fuel companies and related trade groups are advocating for
legislation that would give fossil fuel companies immunity from lawsuits over climate
change-related costs and damages or to "eliminate municipalities’ power to bring suit or
assert specific causes of action”; and

NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, that the costs of measures to repair and adapt to
current and future climate change-related damages should not fall solely on the residents,
workers, and businesses in our communities; and



BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that Congress and the [X] State Legislature are urged to
ensure that cities have the resources to protect their residents from the impacts of climate
change, with a special focus on the equitable distribution of resources for low income and
marginalized communities, including the rights of municipalities to have access to the
courts to resolve disputes over climate change-related damages and adaptation costs; and

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that Congress and [X] State Legislature are urged to oppose
any legislation that attempts to limit or eliminate municipalities' access to the courts by
overriding existing laws or in any way giving fossil fuel companies immunity from lawsuits
over climate change-related costs and damages; and

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the [city/county of X] will assert the right of our
governing body, acting on behalf of [x city/county] residents, to pursue any litigation
seeking to recover damages from or hold industries that have harmed [X city/county]
residents to account for those misdeeds.



Calling on Your State to File a Climate Accountability Lawsuit

Summary: Founded on well-established legal principles, climate accountability provides
that fossil fuel companies, like any other industry that obscured the dangers they knew
their products would cause from consumers and the public (i.e. tobacco, opioids, lead,
asbestos and more), should face consequences and pay for the costs of their actions.
Twenty-four communities, including the states of Massachusetts, Rhode Island, Minnesota,
Delaware and Connecticut, have already sued major fossil fuel companies for consumer
fraud and/or the costs associated with climate adaptation and resilience.

There are two legal theories, among others, that are being used, either separately or in
conjunction, to hold the industry accountable for its deception on climate change:
consumer protection and cost recovery.

Consumer protection lawsuits seek to hold fossil fuel companies and their trade
associations liable for misleading and deceptive marketing and promotion of fossil fuels.
State consumer protection statutes have proven to be an effective tool in holding
corporate actors accountable for their lies and deception. These statutes were at the heart
of the successful Attorney General-led tobacco litigation in the 1990s, as well as the recent
wave of opioid litigation.

Cost recovery lawsuits rely on the “polluter pays” principle: that those who produce
pollution should bear the costs of the damage to human health and the environment. In
other words, the fossil fuel industry should pay for the climate damages they caused. These
cases are designed to ensure that polluters pay their fair share of the costs of climate
adaptation, recovery and resilience projects, which currently fall entirely on local and state
governments and their residents.

The following resolution can be used as a guide to call upon state governments to file a
climate accountability lawsuit to protect state residents from the unfair costs and
consequences of Big Oil's corruption. Including locally-specific impacts and costs is
important. You can find good examples of how climate change is impacting your
communities here:

e The High Tide Tax: 2019 study by the Center for Climate Integrity and Resilient
Analytics that examines the costs of basic coastal defenses under moderate sea
level rise

e States at Risk: 2015 project by Climate Central that demonstrates how Americans in
all 50 states are experiencing the impacts of climate change

e Underwater: 2018 report by the Union of Concerned Scientists that analyzes risks
faced by US coastal real estate due to rising seas




o Killer Heat: 2019 report and interactive map by the Union of Concerned Scientists
that assesses the future of dangerously rising temperatures across the U.S.

e Neighborhoods at Risk: tool from Headwaters Economics that shows demographic
vulnerability to climate change by census tract/neighborhood

Disclaimer: Any resolutions should be vetted by local legal and policy authorities before
being introduced for consideration. The language used in the following resolution can also
be edited to reflect costs associated with other climate impacts including more frequent
and severe wildfires, drought, extreme weather events, rising temperatures, and more.

Title: Resolution Urging the State of [X] to Hold Fossil Fuel Companies Accountable for
Climate Fraud and/or Damages Arising from Climate Change Impacts

WHEREAS, communities across the United States are experiencing the increasingly severe
impacts of climate change and rising global temperatures, including but not limited to sea-
level rise, warming atmospheric and ocean temperatures, more frequent and devastating
wildfires, drought, flooding, and extreme weather; and

WHEREAS, the United States experienced 14 separate billion-dollar disasters in 2019,
according to data collected by the National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration, and
those impacts and costs are projected to increase as long as greenhouse gas emissions
continue unabated; and

WHEREAS, coastal communities across the country could spend more than $400 billion on
sea wall construction over the next five to ten years to protect against chronic flooding
from near term sea-level rise under a conservative emissions scenario, and [X
city/county/state] could spend [X] billion on the same; and

WHEREAS, [X state] has estimated that the costs of adapting and rebuilding infrastructure
to protect against rising seas alone will total more than [$X];and

WHEREAS, [X state] will experience a variety of other climate impacts, including [more
intense and frequent hurricanes, extreme weather and drought, dangerous temperatures,
flooding, increased wildfires, the spread of vector-borne diseases], and will need to address
a far wider range of related damages including, [losses to agriculture and tourism industries,
compromised water, waste management, and transportation systems, climate
gentrification of lower-income neighborhoods, negative public health outcomes, job losses
and losses to local businesses, homes, schools and infrastructure in need of upgrades and
repairs], and more; and

WHEREAS, due to an ongoing history of systemic racial and economic inequities, low-
income communities and communities of color across the country and in [X state] are most



exposed to these threats, yet often go without access to the resources necessary in order
to adapt, recover, and build resilience; and

WHEREAS, as of 2017, in the United States, carbon dioxide (CO2) emissions

from burning fossil fuels amounted to 76% of total human-caused greenhouse gases
(GHGs). NASA explains the “greenhouse effect” as when carbon dioxide, methane and
nitrous oxides trap heat in the atmosphere and cause temperatures to rise, known as
“global warming”; and

WHEREAS, internal industry documents reveal that fossil fuel company scientists
guestioned the long-term future of fossil fuel use and knew that fossil fuel usage would
result in “potentially catastrophic” climate impacts; and

WHEREAS, fossil fuel companies went on to produce, market, promote, and sell fossil fuels
over the last 50 years despite the knowledge that their products would significantly
contribute to irreversible global warming, and without protecting or warning consumers
about the dangers; and have spent millions of dollars on campaigns to conceal the truth to
protect their own profits;

WHEREAS, any corporation that makes a product that causes severe harm when used as
intended should shoulder the costs of abating that harm; and

WHEREAS, twenty-four communities across the country including the States of
Massachusetts, Rhode Island, Minnesota, Delaware, and Connecticut have filed lawsuits
against companies that produce, promote, market, and profit from the sale of fossil fuels
under public nuisance and other torts, product liability, and/or consumer protection claims;
and

NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED that the [X governing body] does hereby urge [X
state Governor and Attorney General] to pursue appropriate legal action against fossil fuel
companies, in order to protect state residents by shifting the past and present costs
associated with the harms caused by climate change onto the companies that have created
those harms; and

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that copies of this resolution be forwarded to our
representatives in Congress, the members of the [X state] House of Representatives and
the State Senate, the Lieutenant Governor, the Governor of the State of [X], and to the
Attorney General of [X state].
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Calling on Your State Congressional Delégation to Oppose a Liability Waiver

Summary: Oil and gas companies knew over 50 years ago that their products would cause
climate change. But even as they prepared their own operations for what was to come, the
fossil fuel industry deliberately misled the public, Congress, and the media about the
dangers of climate change in order to protect their profits. As a result, confronting this crisis
now requires local and state governments to embark on expensive adaptation, resilience,
and recovery projects, which taxpayers are funding entirely on their own. Today, cities,
counties, and states across the country are taking the fossil fuel industry to court to recover
the costs and hold them accountable for their deception.

In the coming year, the industry is likely to ask for a liability waiver from Congress that
would provide complete and total immunity from these types of climate lawsuits. A waiver
would block access to the courts for citizens, businesses, municipalities and states, taking
away the best mechanism left in play to hold the industry accountable for its misdeeds.
Though countless others (including tobacco and opioids) have tried, only one major industry
has ever received blanket immunity: gun manufacturers.

The fossil fuel industry's request for a waiver has so far come up twice in policy proposals:
once as a provision in a carbon tax proposal, and once in proposed language for the first
draft COVID-19 stimulus bill. While this liability waiver has been removed from both
proposals, it will almost certainly reappear as policy negotiations continue.

The following resolution can be used as a guide to urge Congress to reject any bill or
amendment that includes a liability waiver for the fossil fuel industry, and to include a
savings clause to protect access to the courts for those seeking compensation for climate
damages in future policy proposals. Including locally-specific impacts and costs is
important. You can find good examples of how climate change is impacting your
communities here:

e The High Tide Tax: 2019 study by the Center for Climate Integrity and Resilient
Analytics that examines the costs of basic coastal defenses under moderate sea
levelrise

e States at Risk: 2015 project by Climate Central that demonstrates how Americans in
all 50 states are experiencing the impacts of climate change

o Underwater: 2018 report by the Union of Concerned Scientists that analyzes risks
faced by US coastal real estate due to rising seas

e Killer Heat: 2019 report and interactive map by the Union of Concerned Scientists
that assesses the future of dangerously rising temperatures across the U.S.

e Neighborhoods at Risk: tool from Headwaters Economics that shows demographic
vulnerability to climate change by census tract/neighborhood
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Disclaimer: Any resolutions should be vetted by local legal and policy authorities before
being introduced for consideration. The language used in the resolution below can also be
edited to reflect costs associated with other climate impacts including more frequent and
severe wildfires, drought, extreme weather events, rising temperatures, and more.

Title: Resolution Urging the [X State] Congressional Delegation to Oppose a Liability Waiver
for the Fossil Fuel Industry

WHEREAS, communities across the United States are experiencing the increasingly severe
impacts of climate change and rising global temperatures, including but not limited to sea-
level rise, warming atmospheric and ocean temperatures, more frequent and devastating
wildfires, drought, flooding, and extreme weather; and

WHEREAS, the United States experienced 14 separate billion-dollar disasters in 2019,
according to data collected by the National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration, and
those impacts and costs are projected to increase as long as greenhouse gas emissions
continue unabated; and

WHEREAS, coastal communities across the country could spend more than $400 billion on
sea wall construction over the next five to ten years to protect against chronic flooding
from near term sea-level rise under a conservative emissions scenario, and [X
city/county/state] could spend ${X] billion on the same; and

WHEREAS, the state of [X] could spend as much as [$X] on sea wall construction over the
next five to ten years to protect against chronic flooding from near term sea-level rise
under a conservative emissions scenario; and

WHEREAS, [X state] taxpayers are currently bearing the entirety of costs to rebuild and
adapt homes, infrastructure, and properties to increasingly devastating impacts; and

WHEREAS, as evidenced by internal industry documents, fossil fuel companies knew as far
back as 1968 that their products would cause significant harm to the climate and to
communities across the globe, yet funded campaigns to conceal, obscure and deny the
reality of that threat for decades to come; and

WHEREAS, twenty-four municipal and state governments across the country have filed
lawsuits seeking to recover the escalating costs local governments will incur to adapt and
repair their communities from climate instability and/or to hold oil and gas companies
accountable for defrauding consumers; and
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WHEREAS, fossil fuel companies have previously sought a liability waiver from Congress
that would provide the industry with blanket immunity from all past, present and future
climate damages; and

WHEREAS, a liability waiver was also sought by other industries facing legal liability
including opioid, tobacco, and gasoline additive manufacturers, but all, with the exception of
gun manufacturers, were denied; and

WHEREAS, without the ability to recover the costs of climate adaptation, resilience and
recovery, local governments may be forced to cut existing public services, raise taxes, or
relocate neighborhoods entirely as climate-related expenditures continue to balloon; and

WHEREAS, just as tobacco, opioid, lead and other industries that deceived consumers
about the harms associated with their products were held accountable for a share of the
resulting damages, the fossil fuel industry must not be allowed to escape legal liability and
pass off the extraordinary costs of its business operations with impunity; and

WHEREAS, in 2020, 60 members of the House of Representatives signed a letter urging
Congressional leadership “to categorically oppose any attempt to confer immunity on the
fossil fuel industry or to limit its liability for the damages it causes to people or property,”;

and

NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED that [X governing body] does hereby urge [X state’s]
Congressional delegation to unequivocally oppose a liability waiver for the fossil fuel
industry, should it ever be included in any bill moving forward, and to include a savings
clause to protect access to the courts for those seeking compensation for climate damages
in future legislative proposals; and

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that these efforts are essential to the protection of
communities’ access to the courts, their right to seek remedies as a result of these
companies’ legacy of deception, misinformation and denial, and to the protection of public
health and welfare as the consequences of the fossil fuel industry’s actions continue to
arrive.

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that copies of this Resolution shall be forwarded to our
representatives in Congress, the members of the [X state] General Assembly and the State
Senate, the Lieutenant Governor, the Governor of the State of [X], and to the Attorney
General of the State of [X].
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Making a Climate Emergency Declaration

Summary: As the climate crisis accelerates in communities across the country and
threatens critical infrastructure, public health, safety and resources, local and municipal
governments are searching for ways to protect their residents. From wildfires to extreme
weather events, dangerous temperatures to air pollution and the spread of infectious
disease, the hazards of climate change are here today — and lives are at risk.

The same oil and gas companies who knowingly caused this crisis are now not only failing to
scale down their operations to address it — they are increasing the production of fossil fuels
while claiming in their public relations and marketing to be doing just the opposite.

The science is clear: a failure to keep warming within 1.5 degrees Celsius by 2030 will result
in mass extinction events, permanent ecosystem disruptions and life-threatening
conditions for our communities. According to intergovernmental assessments, meeting this
ambitious goal will require bold and immediate action to drastically reduce emissions. The
severity of harm to vulnerable communities and their ability to adapt will depend on
whether or not these warnings are taken seriously, and the oil industry’s ongoing
propaganda is standing in the way.

Declaring a climate emergency is a way to bring the realities of this crisis into sharp relief
and to set the appropriate context for bold climate action. The following resolution is
adapted from a template drafted by The Climate Mobilization, and can be used as a guide to
call upon local and state governments to declare a climate emergency. Including locally-
specific impacts and costs is important. You can find good examples of how climate change
is impacting your communities here:

e The High Tide Tax: 2019 study by the Center for Climate Integrity and Resilient
Analytics that examines the costs of basic coastal defenses under moderate sea
levelrise

e States at Risk: 2015 project by Climate Central that demonstrates how Americans in
all 50 states are experiencing the impacts of climate change

e Underwater: 2018 report by the Union of Concerned Scientists that analyzes risks
faced by US coastal real estate due to rising seas

e Killer Heat: 2019 report and interactive map by the Union of Concerned Scientists
that assesses the future of dangerously rising temperatures across the U.S.

e Neighborhoods at Risk: tool from Headwaters Economics that shows demographic
vulnerability to climate change by census tract/neighborhood

Disclaimer: Any resolutions should be vetted by local legal and policy authorities before
being introduced for consideration.
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Title: Resolution Endorsing the Declaration of a Climate Emergency and Emergency
Mobilization Effort to Restore a Safe Climate

WHEREAS, in April 2016 world leaders recognized the urgent need to combat climate
change it by signing the Paris Agreement, agreeing to keep global warming “well below 2°C
above pre-industrial levels” and to “pursue efforts to limit the temperature increase to
1.5°C;”

WHEREAS, the death and destruction already wrought by current average global warming
of 1°C demonstrate that the Earth is already too hot for safety and justice, as attested by
increased and intensifying wildfires, floods, rising seas, diseases, droughts, and extreme
weather;

WHEREAS, according to the United Nations’ Special Rapporteur on Extreme Poverty, 1.5°C
of global warming could expose 500 million people to water poverty, 36 million people to
food insecurity because of lower crop yields, and 4.5 billion people to heat waves;

WHEREAS, in October 2018, the United Nations released a special report which projected
that limiting warming to even the dangerous 1.5°C target this century will require an
unprecedented transformation of every sector of the global economy by 2030;

WHEREAS, climate change and the global industrialized economy’s overshoot of ecological
limits are driving the Sixth Mass Extinction of species, could devastate much of life on Earth
for many millennia, and may pose as great a risk to humanity as climate change, according

to the Intergovernmental Science-Policy Platform on Biodiversity and Ecosystem Services;

WHEREAS, as evidenced by internal industry documents, major fossil fuel companies knew
as far back as 1968 that their products would cause significant injury to the climate and to
communities across the globe, yet funded campaigns to conceal, obscure and deny the
reality of that threat for decades to come; and’

WHEREAS, just 100 companies, many of them based in the United States, bear
responsibility for 71% of global greenhouse gas emissions, according to the 2017 Carbon
Majors Report; and

WHEREAS, the largest oil and gas companies continue to deceptively market their
products and role in the climate crisis while internal industry documents reveal that many
have plans to significantly increase their carbon emissions; and

WHEREAS, in July 2019, U.S. Senator Bernie Sanders, Representative Earl Blumenauer, and

Representative Alexandia Ocasio-Cortez introduced a concurrent Congressional resolution
to declare a national climate emergency in the United States, calling for a “national, social,
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industrial, and economic mobilization of the resources and labor of the United States ata
massive scale to halt, reverse, mitigate, and prepare for the consequences of the climate
emergency and to restore the climate for future generations;”

WHEREAS, restoring a safe and stable climate requires an emergency mobilization on a
scale not seen since World War |l in order to reach zero greenhouse gas emissions across
all sectors of the economy; to rapidly and safely drawdown and remove all the excess
carbon from the atmosphere at emergency speed and until safe, pre-industrial climate
conditions are restored; and to implement measures to protect all people and species from
the consequences of abrupt climate breakdown;

WHEREAS, such necessary measures to restore a safe climate include:

a) Arapid, just, managed phase-out of fossil fuels;

b) Ending greenhouse gas emissions as quickly as possible to establish a zero-
emissions economy;

c) A widespread effort to safely drawdown excess carbon from the atmosphere;

d) A full transition to a regenerative agriculture system; and

e) An end to the Sixth Mass Extinction through widespread conservation and
restoration of ecosystems;

f) Holding accountable those companies that continue to deceive the public and
policymakers about their role in the climate crisis, and ensuring that those
companies, not the communities they made vulnerable, are responsible for the
climate damages they knowingly caused;

WHEREAS, justice requires that frontline and marginalized communities, which have
historically borne the brunt of the extractive fossil-fuel economy, participate actively in the
planning and implementation of this mobilization effort and that they benefit first from the
transition to a climate-safe economy and from any damages awarded through litigation
against the fossil fuel industry;

WHEREAS, the massive scope and scale of action necessary to stabilize the climate and
biosphere will require unprecedented levels of public awareness, engagement, and
deliberation to develop and implement effective, just, and equitable policies to address the
climate emergency, which will include public education on the origins of the climate crisis;

WHEREAS, [CITY/COUNTY] can act as a global leader through initiating an emergency
mobilization to convert to an ecologically, socially, and economically regenerative local
economy at emergency speed, as well as advocating for regional, national, and international
efforts necessary to reverse global warming and the ecological crisis;

NOW BE IT THEREFORE RESOLVED, [CITY/COUNTY] declares that a climate and
ecological emergency threatens our city, region, state, nation, civilization, humanity and the
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natural world;

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, [CITY/COUNTY] commits to a [city/county]wide mobilization
effort to reverse global warming and the ecological crisis, which, with appropriate financial
and regulatory assistance from State and Federal authorities, ends [city/county]wide
greenhouse gas emissions as quickly as possible and no later than 2030 and immediately
initiates an effort to safely draw down carbon from the atmosphere, ensuring a just
transition for residents and accelerating adaptation and resilience strategies in preparation
for intensifying local climate impacts;

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, the [CITY/COUNTY] Council directs that an all-staff meeting
be held to educate [CITY/COUNTY] staff on the latest climate science and the mobilization
of resources needed in response within two weeks of the date of this resolution;

BEIT FURTHER RESOLVED, the [CITY/COUNTY] Council directs [RELEVANT
DEPT/AGENCY] to report back within X days with an assessment of the existing and future
costs for [CITY/COUNTY] to adapt to and recover from climate-related impacts to critical
infrastructure, public health, safety and resources;

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, the [CITY/COUNTY] Council directs all [CITY/COUNTY]
Departments, proprietaries, and commissions to report back within 60 days of the date of
the all-staff meeting referenced above on maximum emergency reductions in greenhouse
gas emissions from their operations feasible by the end of 2030;

BEIT FURTHER RESOLVED, the [CITY/COUNTY] Council directs [RELEVANT
DEPT/AGENCY] to report back within 90 days on the feasibility for the rapid phase out of
fossil fuel production, power generation, and use within [city/county] limits, including
immediate changes to building codes, local ordinances, and permitting processes to
prevent the construction of new local fossil fuel infrastructure;

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, the [CITY/COUNTY] Council directs the [DEPARTMENT OF
PLANNING] to report back on opportunities for radical greenhouse gas and co-poliutant
emissions reductions and greenhouse gas drawdown opportunities through updates to the
[CITY/COUNTY GENERAL PLAN] and [COMMUNITY PLAN], including metrics that prioritize
the decrease of fossil fuel use and climate-adaptive land use planning;

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, the [CITY/COUNTY] Council directs the [CITY/COUNTY
ADMINISTRATIVE OFFICER] and [EMERGENCY MANAGEMENT DEPARTMENT] to report
back on opportunities and funding to address the climate and ecological emergency and its
impacts through existing hazard mitigation programs;
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BEIT FURTHER RESOLVED, [CITY/COUNTY] directs the [CITY/COUNTY CLERK] to work
with the [EXISTING SUSTAINABILITY STAFF/DEPARTMENT] to include greenhouse gas
and co-pollutant impact statements, greenhouse gas and co-poliutant reduction and
greenhouse gas drawdown statements in all relevant Council motions, much as it currently
includes fiscal impact statements;

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, the [CITY/COUNTY] directs the [OFFICE OF LEGISLATIVE
ANALYSIS] to work with the [OFFICE OF ADMINISTRATION] to report back within 90 days
on the establishment of a Climate Emergency Mobilization [DEPARTMENT/TASK
FORCE/MANAGER] to oversee the city-wide mobilization effort, with all necessary powers
to coordinate [CITY/COUNTY] climate and environment programs including the
development of a 10-year “Climate Mobilization Action Plan” to guide the climate
emergency response, as well as all climate mitigation, resilience, adaptation, engagement,
education, advocacy, and research and development programs;

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, the [CITY/COUNTY] commits to engaging our residents in
public deliberations on the climate emergency, which will directly inform the creation of the
[CITY/COUNTY] Climate Mobilization Action Plan in order to accomplish this city-wide
climate mobilization effort and to ensure a just transition with the full democratic
participation of the residents of [CITY/COUNTY];

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, the [CITY/COUNTY] commits to keeping the concerns of
frontline and marginalized central to all Climate Emergency Mobilization program planning
processes and to inviting and encouraging such communities to actively participate in the
development and implementation of this Climate Mobilization Action Plan and all climate
mobilization efforts;

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, the [CITY/COUNTY] commits to holding polluters
accountable for their role in creating and exacerbating the climate crisis, and ensuring that
[CITY/COUNTY] residents are not left to shoulder the cost of adaptation and resiliency
projects on their own;

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, the [CITY/COUNTY] recognizes that the full participation,
inclusion, support, and leadership of community organizations, faith communities, youth,
labor organizations, academic institutions, indigenous groups, and racial, gender, family,
immigrant and disability justice and organizations and other allies are integral to the climate
emergency response and mobilization efforts;

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, the [CITY/COUNTY] joins a national-wide call for a regional,
national, and international climate emergency mobilization effort focused on rapidly
catalyzing a mobilization at all levels of government to reverse global warming and the
ecological crisis;
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BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, with the concurrence of the Mayor, that by the adoption of
this Resolution, the [CITY/COUNTY] hereby includes in its 2019 and 2020 Federal
Legislative Program, support for H.Con.Res.52 and S.Con.Res.22, “Expressing the sense of
Congress that there is a climate emergency which demands a massive-scale mobilization to
halt, reverse, and address its consequences and causes,” as well as any legislation that
would initiate a national emergency-speed mobilization to reverse global warming and the
ecological crisis, as described in the text of this Resolution;

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, [CITY/COUNTY] callsonthe Stateof ________ , the United
States Congress, the President of the United States, and all governments and people
worldwide to declare a climate emergency, initiate a Climate Mobilization to reverse global
warming and the ecological crisis, and provide maximum protection for all people and
species of the world; and,

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, in furtherance of this resolution, the [CITY/COUNTY] shall
submit a certified copy of this resolution to [FEDERAL, STATE, REGIONAL, COUNTY
ELECTED OFFICIALS, RELEVANT AGENCIES] and request that all relevant support and
assistance in effectuating this resolution be provided.
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To: Interested Parties

From: Gabi Porter, Campaigns Director at the Center for Climate Integrity
RE: NIJ-03 Climate Accountability Polling

Date: August10,2020

Background

The Center for Climate Integrity, a project of the Institute for Governance and Sustainable
Development, is driven by our mission to empower citizens and elected officials with the tools they
need to hold corporate polluters accountable for their role in causing the climate crisis.

We set out to learn how voters in communities feeling the brunt of climate change and its impacts
view the climate crisis, and who they believe should ultimately be responsible for the costs
associated with adaptation and resiliency projects. This survey expands on online surveys
conducted in 2017 and 2019. :

This survey was fielded by Expedition Strategies on July 8-12, 2020 with 400 likely voters in the
third congressional district.

Findings

A majority of voters in NJ-03 are worried about the immediate impacts of climate change, with
79% indicating that they are “somewhat” or “very” concerned. Even more are worried about how
climate change will impact future generations, with 83% saying they are “somewhat” or “very”
concerned. The health impacts of climate change are top of mind for New Jersians, with 54% of
voters saying that health of the people of New Jersey is what concerns them most about climate
change.

NJ-03 voters want oil and gas companies to be held accountable for their role in creating the
climate crisis. After learning about the industry’s history of climate denial and deception:

e 849% of voters want oil and gas companies to pay for all or some of the costs associated
with protecting their communities from the impacts of climate change.
77% of voters think they aren’t paying their fair share right now.

e 68% of NJ-03 voters support suing oil and gas companies to hold them accountable for
their pollution and the costs associated with climate change.

Approval of climate liability litigation is markedly higher than the job approval of President Donald
Trump (44%) and Rep. Andy Kim (53%).

It is interesting to note that support for suing oil companies is higher with Democrats and
Independents than voters overall. An overwhelming number of Democrats (90%) and 74% of
Independents support suing fossil fuel companies.



Messaging

We tested several messages in support of climate accountability litigation and a “polluter pays”
agenda. The most effective messages are below:

e Hid Knowledge: Sixty-nine percent of voters are more likely to support suing oil and gas
companies after hearing this message. This was also the top-testing message for
Democrats and Republicans:

o By the 1960s, oil and gas companies knew that their products would be significant
contributors to climate change and their own studies warned that their products
would cause “serious worldwide environmental change”. instead of informing the
public, oil and gas companies launched a multi-billion dollar, decades-long
disinformation campaign to lie to the public, lawmakers, and the media about the
impacts their products had on the climate. To this day, they continue to pollute.

e Personal Costs: Sixty-nine percent of voters are more likely to support suing oil and gas
companies after hearing this message. This was also the top-testing message for
Independents:

o Climate change is already increasing what you pay on your utility bills and insurance
premiums, and soon tax increases will likely be required to help pay for protecting
coastal communities and improvements in roads, bridges, sewer systems, and storm
drainage due to the impacts of climate change. Oil and gas executives knew their
products caused climate change and spent decades lying to the public. They should
share in the costs of helping clean up their mess.



LEADERS FOR CLIMATE
ACCOUNTABILITY

COMMUNICATIONS TOOLKIT FOR Bradley Beach, NJ

What is ‘Leaders for Climate Accountability’?

Leaders for Climate Accountability (L4CA) is a national alliance of elected leaders
committed to holding polluters accountable for the costs of climate change. Cities and
states across the country are seeing already tight budgets decimated by the COVID-19
pandemic, with little support from Washington. And with climate change exacerbating long-
overdue upgrades to infrastructure, the threat of supercharged wildfires and hurricanes,
and public health disasters, local governments find themselves in a critical position. LACA
are ready to take action now to protect their communities — and their public budgets.

Why it Matters

The Garden State is feeling the impacts of climate change — and adapting won't come
cheap. Facing rapid temperature increases, more frequent and intense extreme storms,
and changes in average climate conditions that will continue to damage the state’s
infrastructure and ecosystems, the people of New Jersey are set to experience economic
impacts estimated in the billions of dollars as a result of climate change.

A 2019 study by the Center for Climate Integrity and Resilient Analytics found that
Monmouth County can expect to pay $1.4 billion over the next 20 years for seawalls. To put
that into perspective, the Monmouth County annual budget is $452.8 million. That is just
one expenditure of many the county will need to take on to defend against a far wider range
of climate-driven impacts.

However, this crisis wasn't a foregone conclusion. The climate emergency was created by
decades of denial, deception, and disinformation by the fossil fuel industry. Internal
documents show that oil and gas companies knew over 50 years ago that their products
would cause climate change. By the 1980s, they were predicting that use of their fossil fuel
products would cause “globally catastrophic” effects.

But even as they prepared their own operations and infrastructure for rising temperatures
and sea levels, the fossil fuel industry deliberately misled the public, policymakers, and the
media about the dangers of climate change in order to protect their profits.

Companies like ExxonMobil didn’t play fair, and now our communities are paying the price.
We need to hold them accountable.



Sample Social Media Posts

e $1.4 billion. That’s how much our community will need to spend to defend our
coastlines against rising seas. Read more about about how climate change is
impacting our community today: https://climatecosts2040.org/costs/new-iersey-
monmouth-county

e New Jersey taxpayers are facing a multibillion-dollar price tag to protect our families,
homes, and livelihoods. Oil and gas executives’ climate denial made this mess. Learn
more about how 'l make them pay their fair share:
https://payupclimatepolluters.org/campaigns/new-jersey/

e 1968: APl says fossil fuels may cause “world-wide environmental changes.” 1983:
Mobil realizes that global warming could hurt profits. 1988: Exxon decides to go all-in
on climate denial. 2020: Big Oil wants us to pay $1.4 billion to adapt to climate
change? l don't think so.

e Accountability matters. I'm proud to be recognized as a @L4CA_ and promise to
stand up for our community and make sure corporate polluters pay their fair share.
Learn more about climate accountability here:
https://payupclimatepoliuters.org/smoking-guns

e |I'msaying enough is enough to climate polluters like Exxon — New lersey is going to
hold you accountable: https://payupclimatepolluters.org/smoking-guns

e Corporate polluters lied about climate change for decades, and put Black and Brown
communities at risk. Enough is enough. It's time to hold them accountable. I've just
joined @L4CA _ to do just that.

e Fossil fuels execs are responsible for the climate crisis and they want a get-out-of-
jail-free card. | won't stand for it. Learn about Big Oil's latest con, and how I'm
standing up for you: https://payupclimatepoliuters.org/liability-waiver

e Local problems need local solutions. 'm standing up for Bradley Beach residents and
our right to hold corporations accountable for the damage they've done to our
community — from opioids to climate change to workplace safety:
https://payupclimatepolluters.org/campaigns/new-jersey/

e The reality is that Bradley Beach residents did not create climate change, and they
shouldn’t be the only ones stuck with the bills.
https://pavupclimatepolluters.org/climate-costs-2040




Talking Points

Oil and gas executives knew about climate change for decades
e Internal documents prove that the fossil fuel industry knew its products would
create dangerous climate change as early as 1968.
e Company scientists from ExxonMobil were some of the earliest experts on the
greenhouse gas effect, and openly worried about the “potentially catastrophic”
consequences of the unchecked warming we have since experienced.

Corporate polluters lied to the public about climate change to protect their profits

e Instead of disclosing what they knew and adjusting their business-as-usual model to
minimize the risk, Exxon waged a campaign to spread climate denial and deliberately
deceive the public, media and lawmakers about the threat.

e Even while protecting their own infrastructure from worsening climate impacts —
i.e., raising oil rigs to safeguard against rising seas — Exxon doubled down on its
deception, spending upwards of $30 million on ads, front groups, and fake science to
fabricate public doubt about the connection between burning fossil fuels and rising
global temperatures, all in an effort to delay any climate policy that would threaten
their bottom line.

Your community is paying the price for the fossil fuel industry’s actions

e While Exxon spread climate denial to block action on climate change, taxpayers got
stuck with higher utility bills, insurance premiums, infrastructure costs, and more.

e Today, communities are footing a multibillion dollar bill to protect our homes,
families, jobs, economies, infrastructure, and public health from extreme
temperatures, more frequent and destructive storms, devastating flooding and
more. Some examples:

o $1.4 billion for seawalls in Monmouth County
o $25 billion for seawalls in New Jersey
o $36.9 billion for Hurricane Sandy

It's up to local leadership to hold them accountable
e Climate change impacts aren’t just a global phenomenon — our communities face
specific, local damages requiring specific, localized adaptation costs.
e Many of these adaptation and resiliency projects fall on local communities to fund
and execute. They're expensive and complicated.
o These costs are usually highest in Black and Brown and low-income
communities, where structural issues of inequality exacerbate their inability
to pay for them.




e Local budgets are already overstretched, and the cost of these important climate
infrastructure projects is often greater than the entirety of the municipality’s budget.

e We know that the oil and gas industry played an outsized role in climate change, and
that they lied to protect their business. Our communities need the fossil fuel industry
to pay its fair share.

Email Templates

Climate change is an emissions problem.
Subject: Understanding the size of your carbon footprint

Dear <<Friend>>,

Most of us are trying to do our part to help combat climate change: bringing our reusable
bags to the grocery store, biking or walking to work, and making sure we're recycling when
we can. But if you're like me, you still feel a twinge of guilt when you hear about the latest
hurricane devastation or read that our town just saw the hottest day on record — again. it
can feel like it's all our fault and we're just not doing enough.

The truth of the matter is, everyday people like you and me aren't really responsible for
climate change. Climate change is caused by the burning of fossil fuels which produce
carbon emissions, and 71% of all of those emissions comes from just 100 companies. Most
of these companies are in the oil and gas business. Regular people living their lives isn’t
even a drop in the bucket; we're more like a single grain of sand compared to the entire
Sahara.

Big corporations and their executives should have to play by the same rules we do. Even the
littlest children understand that when you make a mess, you take responsibility and help
clean it up. These companies should do the same.

Send me an email and tell me your thoughts: How do we hold these companies
accountable?

Best,
John Weber

Oil companies knew about climate change long before we did.

Subject:



Dear <<Friend>>,

Imagine this: you go to work one day to find a report sitting on your desk detailing all sorts
of disaster and devastation. You read about shriveling crops, unbearable heat, and flooding
that wipe entire cities off the map - a picture of the future if your company keeps up with
its business as usual.

You would sound the alarm and do everything in your power to make sure this didn't
happen, right? You certainly wouldn't hide what you had discovered and actively discredit
anyone who tried to tell the truth.

The thing is, this did happen. And the people with those reports did the exact opposite of
what you or | would have done--they lied, deceived and hid the truth.

No later than 1968, the oil and gas industry knew that their products were causing global
warming. Instead of playing fair and letting us know the problems headed our way, these
executives spent big to bury the truth. It's exactly like tobacco companies pretending that
cigarettes aren’t bad for our lungs.

It's bad enough that these companies are responsible for the lion’s share of the products
that cause climate change — but to then turn around and pretend everything was fine so
they could protect their bottom line is inexcusable.

Companies of all sizes have a duty to be good corporate citizens, and oil and gas companies
are no exception.

| believe that my colleagues and | in Bradley Beach have a responsibility to hold bad
corporate actors accountable, but | want your input. What does accountability mean to you?

In service,
John Weber

Climate change is taking a financial toll on our community.

Subject: What would you do with $41 billion?
Dear <<Friend>>,

$43 billion. That’s the minimum cost to protect our community from the effects of climate
change. Here’s what | mean:



e $36.9 billion - the cost of recovery in New Jersey from Hurricane Sandy
e $1.4 billion by 2040 for seawalls to protect Monmouth County from chronic flooding
o $4.5 billion - the cost to repair New Jersey’s increasingly flooded roads

This doesn’t include the cost of other critical infrastructure upgrades like updating sewer
systems and improving storm drainage.

For context, Bradley Beach could use that same amount of money to put new computers in
classrooms, build new parks, or hire new firefighters.

In the face of COVID-19, these costs will be harder than ever for our community to take on,
thanks to already tight local budgets that have been decimated by the pandemic.

The first step in tackling this problem is understanding exactly what needs to be fixed and
how much it's going to cost — and then figuring out how our community is going to pay for
it.

We know that oil and gas companies are responsible for most of the pollution that causes
climate change, and that they spent years hiding that important piece of information.

| want to hear from my constituents: Who do you think should pay for our community to
adapt and prepare for the impacts of climate change?

Sincerely,
John Weber

Polluters should pay for the cost of climate change.

Subject: A lesson | teach my own kids
Dear <<Friend>>,

| know that | try to teach my children to do what's right: be kind to others, stick up for the
little person, and play fair. | know that the people of Bradley Beach do the same.

And so even our youngest community members know that when you do something wrong,
you work to make it right.

It's time we hold everyone to that same standard we hold our kids to.



That's why I'm calling to hoid oil and gas companies accountable for the way climate change
has hurt our communities. From chronic flooding to climbing temperatures, it's going to
cost Bradley Beach a lot to protect our community. We shouldn’t have to foot the bill on our
own. Oil and gas companies made this mess. It's time they helped clean it up.

Sign this petition to make oil and gas companies pay their fair share.

Ali the best,

John Weber
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