
New Jersey Climate Accountability Lawsuit
Suggested Talking Points and Messages

Background:
New Jersey Attorney General Matthew Platkin, the New Jersey Division of Consumer Affairs
and the Department of Environmental Protection filed a statewide climate accountability lawsuit
against five major oil and gas corporations — ExxonMobil, Chevron, Shell, BP, and
ConocoPhillips — and the largest oil and gas trade association, the American Petroleum
Institute.

The lawsuit aims to hold the polluters accountable for knowingly fueling the climate crisis and
lying about it for decades through a coordinated campaign to deceive the public about the threat
caused by their fossil fuel products.

New Jersey is seeking a jury trial in state court to make the polluters pay for damages they
caused to natural resources, critical infrastructure, and more. It’s also asking the court to order
the Big Oil defendants to stop their deceptive practices and disgorge all profits made through
their illegal behavior.

Topline messages:
● These polluters knew, they lied, and they need to be held accountable.

○ Big Oil companies have been fueling the climate crisis and lying about it for
decades. Meanwhile our communities in New Jersey are paying the price for
worsening floods, storms, heat waves, and other extreme weather. It’s time these
polluters were held accountable for the damage they caused.

● This lawsuit is about seeking justice for the people of New Jersey by making sure
that polluters pay their fair share of the damage they caused.

○ I applaud the attorney general and our state leaders for standing up to these
corporate polluters and fighting to make sure that our residents and taxpayers
aren’t stuck paying for a crisis these companies fueled.

● This is just like the successful lawsuits against tobacco and opioid companies.
○ When you sell a harmful product and lie about its effects, you should be held

accountable to pay for the damage you caused.

For more message guidance, see here (password: leaders).

Pushing back against fossil fuel industry arguments

● Argument: This lawsuit will drive up gas prices.
○ Suggested response: Wrong. Big Oil companies are already fleecing us at the

pump and raking in record billion-dollar profits, while our taxpayers are forced to
foot the bill for climate disasters and other damages caused by their products.

https://www.njoag.gov/lawsuit-filed-by-ag-njdep-and-division-of-consumer-affairs-accuses-five-oil-and-gas-companies-of-misleading-the-public-about-their-products-and-climate-change/
https://climateintegrity.org/lie-brary
https://l4ca.org/uploads/media/L4CA-MessagingGuide-09212021.pdf
https://exxonknews.substack.com/p/big-oil-makes-a-killing


This lawsuit is about fairness and making sure that these companies — and not
our residents — pay for the damage they knowingly caused.

● Argument: We are all responsible for climate change.
○ Suggested response: Wrong. Just 100 companies are responsible for more

than 70 percent of the pollution that has caused our climate crisis. If these
polluters had told the public what their own scientists told them decades ago, we
could have sped the transition away from their dirty fossil fuel products. But they
lied to protect their profits and keep us hooked on their products while they
continue to fight climate solutions to this day.

● Argument: Lawsuits aren’t the solution to climate change. New Jersey should work with
these companies on solutions.

○ Suggested response: This lawsuit is not about solving climate change. It’s
about New Jersey surviving it and making sure that the corporations responsible
pay their fair share. These companies had their chance to be part of the solution,
but they have lied and fought climate action for decades. It’s time they were held
accountable.

https://www.theguardian.com/sustainable-business/2017/jul/10/100-fossil-fuel-companies-investors-responsible-71-global-emissions-cdp-study-climate-change
https://www.theguardian.com/tv-and-radio/2022/apr/20/what-we-now-know-they-lied-how-big-oil-companies-betrayed-us-all

